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Searching for a Bill — Options



How Do I Find a Bill?
Type a Bill Number in the Search Box

Enter a Bill Number
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Searching for a Bill — By Member’s Name



Searching for a Bill — By Committee



Searching for a Bill — By Subject



Elections



Results:



Searching for a Bill — By Session



Searching for a Bill — By Phrase

Type in Search, such as absent** and excuse



Results:



A Typical Bill History
HB 28 (2018)

Bill 
Patron –
The 
Delegate
or 
Senator 
who 
sponsors 
the bill.

Full 
Text-
Quick 
links to 
each 
full text 
version 
of the 
bill.

View all 
summaries-
Summaries are 
written by 
attorneys in 
Legislative 
Services. 
Summaries may 
change as the 
bill goes through 
its life cycle.

.pdf shows full text 
with line numbers. 

Impact statements-
Fiscal impact 
statements on bills. 
Posted by state 
agencies such as 
Planning and Budget 
and Taxation.

If there are amendments of any 
kind, they are listed separately 
under this link.
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HB 28 – Bill History
Bill History, Also Called the Bill Status

Committee or subcommittee 
membership and info.

House committee 
vote-this is action 
taken on a bill, in
committee.  When 
it passes out of 
committee with 0-nay
votes it goes on the 
Uncontested Calendar 
(not controversial).  
With one Nay vote, it 
goes on the 
Regular/Contested   
Calendar for full 
House consideration.

1st

Reading

2nd

Reading

3rd

Reading

House floor vote – this bill passes. 
Now, on to the Senate.
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Bill Crossover
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 - Bill crossover. Both bodies have to 
complete their own legislation by midnight.

HB 28 – Now it is in the Senate
Senate committee vote -

this is action taken on a bill, 
in committee.

Senate floor vote – this House 
bill passes the Senate with an 

amendment.

This bill is now passed both bodies, on to the Governor. 

1st

Reading

2nd

Reading

3rd

Reading

House floor vote – the House 
agrees to the Senate 

amendment on this House bill.
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HB 28 (2018)– Passes the Senate, on to
the Governor

This bill is Chapter 460 in the Acts of Assembly for 2018.  The final 
version of the bill, the very last statement in the text, will note if the 
effective date is different than July 1.  Most bills become effective on 
July 1. 

Reminder: to view the final text of the bill, on the bill 
history, click:
Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0460) 

History now shows 
when:

Bill was communicated 
to the Governor 
and 
Action deadline date. 

On March 23rd it was 
approved by the 

Governor.  This bill 
became law on July 1. 
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HB 28 (2018)– Chapter text and other text  
versions, click hilite, to see the changes.

New language in a bill
is always in italics

and

stricken language
has a line through it.

The hilite feature turns 
new language yellow and 
stricken language red. 
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Code of Virginia – Bills Amend the Code

HB28 in the 2018 Session passed 
and became Chapter 460.  

That Chapter amended Code of VA  
sections 24.2-404 and 24.2-404.4.

See section 24.2-404, its history 
references 2018, Chapter 460. 
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